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In an Ecosystem Accounting context
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Highlights
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PEF + IPBES pressures covered by  SEEA CF & EA

S E E A  CF S E E A  E A
P res s ure E nerg y W ater A ir em. W ater em. W as te M F A E x tent Co nditio n B io div ers ity E S

P E F L and use x
Depletion of abiotic res.: Minerals and metals x
Depletion of abiotic res.: F ossil fuels nat.res. Inputs x
W ater use S ources x
Human toxicity x x x
E co-toxicity x x x
E utrophication: F reshwater (N,P ) N,P x
E utrophication: Marine (N,P ) N,P x
E utrophication :T errestrial (N,P ) N,P x
O zone depletion HF Cs
P hotochemical ozone formation NO x
P articulate matter P M
Ionising  radiation ? ? ?
Climate chang e G HG
A cidification x

IP B E S B iosphere integ rity x
Invasive A lien S pecies x

*) PEF = Product Environmental Footprint impact categories (EU LCA policy)



4

Conclusions

• Various typologies for environmental pressures available

• These are reasonably well aligned

• Information on these pressured is largely (?) covered by 
SEEA CF and EA
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Example: Nitrogen on Natura 2000
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Nitrogen deposition
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Nitrogen supply
by sector
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Nitrogen deposition
by ecosystem type and sector 



9

Conclusions (2)

• Pressure accounts can be set up as ‘mirror images’ of 
supply-use tables
– Explicitly linking pressures to economic sectors and ecosystem 

types

– But not necessarily economic sectors to ecosystem types

• Lot’s of issues, though
– Not all pressures are ‘conservative quantities’

– Sometimes complex spatial processes linking activities, 
pressures and impact on ecosystems.
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